
April 19,2003 

Letters to the Editor: 

CHOICES TO MAKE;’ 

A great wave of medical history is being generatedby the announcedcompletion of 
researchon the human genome. All of us, astax payers,are paying for this researchand 
look forward to the time that this basic researchwill yield ever longer life spansto the 
biblical 120years. 

At 70 yearsof age,with three sons’ families and eight grandchildrento leavebehind, I 
readwith alarm the Post Gazette’stitle , “what’s an older person’slife worth?” EPA is 
saying it’s lessin drafting new rules. 

The real effect of theserules under discussionheretoday raisesserioussocio-religious 
issues. t 

We havejust recently waged a successfulwar where the valuesof life are seriously 
different than our own establishedin our historical Judeo-Christianperspective. For us in 
my generation,we were told until now of the inestimable value of eachand every life and 
the value of the wisdom of the generations. We havejust defeateda foe whose value 
systemin terms of human life is non-existent when you think of suicide bombers;yet 
there is at the sametime a global university in parenthood,evidencedby the photos so 
sadly seenof a parent’s wailing by the grave or body of a child. Does it matter whether 
the wailing is done by friend or foe? We still have a universality of parenthood. 

Wasthe presidentof Metropolitan Life Insurancein the middle of the 20* Century less 
valuable when he still cameto productive work at the corporation’s New York offices at 
age99? True, he only worked when he felt like it and only on specialprojects. As we 
ageasa society, more seniorsare continuing on to their secondcareersand how many 
will make valuable historical contributions to society? 

But before going further forward, let’s measureman’s current andhistorical efforts, of 
any collective civilization’s efforts, as well as by eachof us as individuals. That measure 
is the kind of world, the kind of society we turn over to the next generation. 

We who are heretoday can enrich or impoverish that world which we know we will all 
too soon leavebehind. At bestour yearsto contribute as aduits to what we will leave 



I 

behind is limited. Therefore, it is our children who will measurethe value of our thinking 
and our actionsof behalf of causes. 

In passingthe baton in the race of life’s coursethrough ours and future generations,we 
havethe momentary opportunity to meet the greaterresponsibility in making the world a 
safer,happier, healthier and more peacefulplace to live and seniorscan contribute from 
their life experiencebecauseof their seasonedthinking. 

Question: What were our parentssaying to us as a younger generation? 
Answer: Work hard, be fkugal, saveand try to retire and live a long life (40 to 65 

yearsof the work ethic that built this country). 

Question: 

Answer: 

What are we saying to our children and grandchildren when we sayEPA 

saysthat our value aswe age is “less”? 

Work and play or is it play and work, retire early and live long (75 plus 

years). 


On 4/7/03 at the UPMC sponsored12* Annual Conferenceon Geneticsand Genomics, 
Daniel Wikler, Ph.D., Professorof Ethics and Population Health, Harvard School of 
Public Health, saidthat our country has forgotten someof our lessdesirablehistory in 
Eugenicsand those samepracticeswere taken to an extremeby so many dictators, Hitler, 
Stalin and closerto the present, SlobodanMilosevich, Marcos, SaddamHussein. 

Are our moral underpinnings weakenin porting Medicare are too 
much for our societyto bear, perhapsa es more sensethan to allow 
ourselvesto backslideand perhapsin the final test to becomeasbad as someof the 
totalitarian leaderslisted. 

Therefore, should eachEPA official carry and display during thesesessionsphotographs 
of the children and grandchildren to remind themselvesthat eachof us is in the collective 
senseof our society&eating the next wave of our history. We in this great nation know 
for whom we labor regardlessof religious beliefs. So what is the ideal and pragmatic 
side of this issue? If we stick to our beliefs, we have little choice but to continue to 
implement andpractice those policies that EPA now threatensby saying eachof us “@” 
fogies is worth lessor are they saying eventually worthless? 

I don’t for a moment think they mean worthless and can still look in the mirror and shave 
or put on makeup. After all, “There but for a few days go I!” 

Where’s the pragmatic? 

We know of our weaknessesin Social Security (social insecurity) funding and we know 
that Medicare is a radically-growing part of our national budget. Let’s not fall into the 
Eugenics,Kavorkian and willing suicide pitfalls that surroundus. 



Let’s try to look at systemweaknesses.How canwe strengthenthem or changethe name 
and evento a limited degreethe intent to cover our Social Insecurity and Medicare 
issues? Could we, if successfulin our thinking, then raise our EPA- or at least leave 
them at the level that exists at this writing? 

Suggestion: 

If we raise the ante for the costsof entitlements from $6.00 for an entry-level worker, 
plus Social Security deductions to 20% of the grosswages(10% to be contributed by the 
employer and 10% deductedTom the employee’s grosspay) and make the same 
investmentsas long-term carepolicy sellersnow do, including refunding 80% of the 
premium costsin each lOti year] Could we then pay our bills of what we now call Social 
Security and long-term health careby initiating this new deduction for all entry-level 
employeesand doing away with Medicare and Social Security aswe now know it? 

Can man as we know him in our current society learn from our recenthistory (Social 
Security and Medicare) and allow the checksand balancesof our governmentalsystems 
to correct our dangerousroad into the future (Eugenics)? 

From thesechallenges,a new and better society can emergeand take its responsibility to 
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